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Letter to the Editor 
Dear Editor, 
Thank you for the memorial issue by which you honored 
John ' s ministry. I am happy that the messages of Jay 
M c D e r m o n d and Ar thur Climenhaga could be shared by 
more than those who filled the Nappanee church for the 
funera l . The comments of John ' s colleagues about his 
effor ts and the spirit in which he served Christ and the 
church are a fitting conclusion to his life. John did not 
advertise himself and his activities. Fellow church members 
and other local fr iends knew very little about the number 
of his involvements; in fact, the children often asked, 
"Where 's Dad now?" 
However, f rom the time I heard of the planned memorial 
issue until af ter I had lifted it f rom my mailbox, I could 
a lmost hear J o h n remonst ra t ing about so eulogizing one 
servant of Christ . Then I discovered that he had already 
expressed his thoughts in the recent April 25 Visitor:"'... in 
the same issues in which considerable space is devoted t o . . 
servant- leaders there are other obituaries, a few lines in 
length, of those who were just as fa i thful but less well 
known. 
"It is assur ing to me that God does not count the lines in 
the obituaries. 1 doub t if he even reads them. Somewhere it 
is written that God sees things differently than man sees . . 
since God looks deeper and sees more. He has his own 
criteria for the recognit ion of fai thfulness. This knowledge 
is both comfor t ing and disquieting." 
Alice Grace Zercher 
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Editor's Note: 
Thanks Alice Grace for your thoughtful tetter and the gentle reminder 
of John's philosophy of life and work. He was so visible throughout the 
Church and wider community that his sudden passing reverberated far 
and near, both within and without the Brotherhood. We are hopeful that 
the EV readership is rightfully interpreting the spirit of the Memorial 
issue. 
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Inflation had destroyed our budget. 




I sat and stared at the checkbook's low balance and at the appeal letter before me on the table. I wanted to give, but we had only a few dollars to keep us. Inflation had destroyed our budget and four chil-
dren increased our need. Torn between conviction and a 
feeling of helplessness and fear, I pondered our dilemma. 
I thought back over the years, first in the ministry, then 
in public school teaching, and now as a writer. We had 
always had financial problems. The ministry paid very 
little and we gave heavily, trying to be examples to the folks 
in our church. Many preachers we know did the same, and, 
like us, they always seemed on the brink of disaster. One 
had even declared bankruptcy. 
Teaching had provided little more, even with twice the 
income. Inflation had begun to eat into our twice-monthly 
paycheck, and as our family increased from two children to 
three, and finally four, finances became hopeless. 
Then, after much deliberation and what seemed to be 
clear, divine leading for three years or more, we moved into 
the ministry of Christian writing. But constantly rising 
prices remained as a major defeat. We knew it was not our 
problem alone. 
Inflation is causing havoc in many areas of Christian 
work. Christian schools, churches, broadcasts, and mis-
sionary efforts are facing possible cutbacks and, in some 
cases, fighting for their very existence against impending 
financial disaster. 
Yet as I sat and stared at that checkbook, I realized 
something else. These same difficulties provide a unique 
opportunity for denominations, churches, and individual 
believers. It dawned on me as my mind worked over the 
various scriptures that the church, of all institutions in the 
modern world, holds the key to economic stability. 
"Cast thy bread upon the waters," says the writer of 
Ecclesiastes, "for thou shalt find it after many days." As I 
considered the picture that verse brought to mind, it struck 
me anew that the Bible speaks of an economy opposite to 
the world's. The world says to grasp and keep. The Scrip-
ture says give to receive. Which system really works? 
I continued to meditate. Psalm 1 gives an illustration of 
a spiritual person likened to a tree growing near a stream. 
Drought often parched the land where the psalmist lived. 
But that tree would not only survive, but prosper, its roots 
reaching and absorbing the tiniest bit of precious water. 
That stream, I knew, represented God himself. 
Malachi recorded God's word to His people, "Bring ye 
all the tithes into the storehouse . . . and prove me now . . . if 
I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to 
receive it." 
Excited, I shared with my wife these reminders of God's 
faithfulness and the New Testament promise they brought 
afresh to mind, "Give, and it will be given to you; good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, 
they will pour into your lap. For whatever measure you 
deal out to others, it will be dealt to you in return" (Luke 
6:38, NASB). 
We looked again, together, at the checkbook, and then 
began our private experiment. We would dig our "roots" 
into that "stream," our Lord himself, and cast our finances 
upon the waters and see what would happen. 
The next Sunday we gave the minister of the church we 
attended $5.00. This left us with less than two dollars. That 
week we took turns worrying and trusting. The following 
Saturday a check came unexpectedly from a relative for 
$20. Of that, we again shared $5.00 with the pastor, spent 
some more on necessities, and ended with $2.50. The next 
Sunday friends invited us to dinner. From our garden we 
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took them some vegetables since this Christian family, too, 
had been financially pressed. 
During the evening our friends' daughter borrowed the 
family car and her father warned her not to use too much 
gasoline since he had to drive to work the next morning. I 
realized he probably had no cash and felt we should give 
our friend our remaining $2.00. I quietly reminded God of 
the extra fifty cents, but I felt compelled to only give the 
S2.00. (The next morning, it developed, we needed change 
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Scriptural principles, applied under the 
direction of the Holy Spirit, can defeat 
even inflation. 




for our children's milk at school. Just before we left, I 
handed our friend the two dollar bills, and he placed into 
my shirt pocket a check for $25. "Par t of our tithe," he 
explained. 
Although I had had a headache and been tired and 
irritable while we drove toward their house that afternoon, 
as we motored home late that night I felt refreshed as 1 
glimpsed the tremendous potential of scriptural giving. We 
had in one week shared $12 and received $45. And we had 
been filled with a deep, inner happiness to boot. The fol-
lowing week more money came. 
Scriptural principles, applied under the direction of the 
Holy Spirit, are adequate to defeat even inflation. But we 
soon found ourselves discussing another financial princi-
ple with these same friends with whom we had later shared 
our experience. As we continued to wrestle with bills and 
the rising cost of gasoline and groceries, we began to be 
perplexed over one of those short, practical verses Paul 
had penned. "Owe nothing to anyone except to love one 
another . . ." he had written to the Roman Christians 
(Romans 13:8, NASB). 
We shared our concerns over this verse and its implica-
tions for today. Whatever else various Bible teachers may 
say about Romans 13:8, such as it does not really mean 
owe "nothing," but "pay your bills on time." for us it 
seemed to hold high a standard seemingly impossible in 
our complex system. It said we were to owe no one any-
thing. Wow! 
We began to discuss this new insight to our scriptural 
financial policy and found ourselves figuratively with 
Nehemiah, overseeing the rebuilding of Jerusalem's wall. 
God's people were experiencing a famine. They had mort-
gaged their land to buy grain, and even their children were 
being forced to leave home and find employment or 
become slaves because of the burden of purchasing food 
for large families. When Nehemiah heard of this, he said, 
"You are exacting usury, each from his brother! . . . The 
thing which you are doing is not good . . . " (Nehemiah 5:7, 
9, NASB). In The Day the Dollar Dies, Willard Cantelon 
says that inflation is killing our economic system, and it 
stems from borrowing. Those who loan the money collect 
the interest. In this way more money goes into fewer and 
fewer hands. While the Scriptures do not expressly forbid 
borrowing, certainly passages such as Proverbs 22:7 and 
Deuteronomy 15:6 make it questionable. 
We looked around at our evangelical community and 
saw huge mortgaged institutions. On TV we viewed expen-
sive Christian broadcasts spending millions of dollars and 
pleading with viewers for support. And we guessed at the 
amounts some Christians are spending for interest alone 
on their home mortgages, money lost to God's work. 
Hebrews 11:37 speaks of those spiritually successful saints 
who ". . . wandered about . . . being destitute . . ." 
In our day we want to appear materially successful. This 
leads to unwise personal spending and our insistence on 
prosperous-looking religious institutions. 
Now I began to really read those pleas for money which 
came in the mail. The greater amounts needed, it seemed, 
were for building and borrowing for that construction. 
One letter even stated that banks in that ministry's area no 
longer are loaning to religious groups. It hit me that God is 
dealing with evangelicals, bringing us to face reality. To 
retain our credibility, we must begin to accept and work 
into our Christian institutions and everyday experiences 
the biblical principles of giving and living, dependent on 
the Word and the Spirit rather than the local bank. 
But how do we apply this practically? Where do we start? 
In the economic realm, each of us needs to heed Paul's 
admonition to the Philippian Christians to "work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling." We cannot legis-
late ways to do this for one another. However, we can try to 
help one another through counseling and example. 
How do we go about following spiritual economics in a 
lending-institution-controlled system like ours in Amer-
ica? It is time to stop being conservative and start being 
revolutionary as real Christianity was meant to be. Do we 
sell our houses and rid ourselves of those mortgages and 
stop building mortgaged churches? Or do we simply draw 
the line where we are and say no new indebtedness? Do we 
vow, as we have already done in our family, no more 
time-payment purchases of automobiles? Do we dare leave 
the economic "Egypt" behind and face those cold, wet 
waters of the Red sea? What then? Will we wander in a 
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Do we dare to leave the economic Egypt 
behind and face those cold, wet waters of 
the Red Sea? 
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Or will we enter a "Canaan ," a land "flowing with milk 
and honey?" I believe that if we explore the Scripture's 
instructions on economics and follow as the Spirit goes 
before us, exciting things will happen. Try to imagine a 
country where fifty million evangelicals were not in debt 
and could use their money as God directed! 
Submitted by Carl Keefer, Director of Stewardship 




A mos Dick went to be with the Lord on October 7. A t 
the funeral service reference was made to the "well-
received conference sermon, The Joy of the Whole Earth, 
on Psalm 48:12, 13," which he preached at the General 
Conference in California in 1947. After Conference the 
sermon was published in booklet form. I know there are 
some readers who remember having heard this inspiring 
message, and who still have a copy of the booklet. 
Brother and Sister Dick moved to Messiah Village in 
March 1979; and we, having moved here on July 30, had 
the privilege of meeting and conversing with them from 
time to time. On one occasion 1 told Brother Dick that now 
Mrs. Boyer and I were reading the sermon again in our 
evening devotions; and he seemed to appreciate this. 
In reading the sermon, one is impressed, both by the 
scope of its message, and also by Brother Dick's skill as a 
writer. His mastery of the English language, and his ability 
to use it effectively, are rare indeed! It would not be possi-
ble to reprint the entire message here; but the accompany-
ing article includes the twelve concluding significant para-
graphs. 
Notice what he says in the second paragraph: "I shall 
never recover from the effect ofseeing Elder Jesse Engle... 
weeping his last farewell to his audience before he left for 
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Africa." The date of this farewell meeting in Harrisburg 
was November 21, 1897; and Amos was only three years 
old at the time. (He was born September 19, 1894.) Is it not 
reasonable to assume that hearing this moving message as 
a child helped to make him responsive when God's call 
came to him to go to India many years later? 
The printing of the concluding portion of this remarka-
ble sermon seems to me to be a fitting tribute to Brother 
Dick; and the import of his message, with its admonitions 
and warnings, seems to be especially timely for the 
Brethren in Christ Church today! 
— C. W. Boyer 
The Joy of the Whole Earth 
Psalm 48:12,13 
A. D. M. Dick 
We need not go outside of our Church to see the spirit of sacrifice demonstrated. Our men and women have offered themselves joyfully upon the altar of 
service, f rom the snow-bound prairies of northwestern 
Canada with their bitter blizzards, to the blistering plains 
of India; and f rom the teeming and throbbing cities of our 
great land, to the lonely expanses of the African veldt. 
I shall never recover f rom the effect of seeing Elder Jesse 
Engle, a man of God in his declining years, standing weep-
ing his last farewell to his audience before he left for Africa 
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to pioneer our mission work there; nor the anguish his 
death only several years later brought to our hearts. Nor 
can I forget the feeling of tr iumph that swept over me as I 
stood by the bedside of one who had given up a promising 
career at home to go to India's lost, and who also offered 
his whole patrimony to God as an offering, but who was 
dying under the horrific torture of dread small-pox; when, 
after he could no longer speak, I looked down into those 
clear blue eyes that were almost hidden under the putrid 
bloating of the horrible disease, and asked, "Henry, is it all 
well?" And he nodded, oh, ever so faintly in his dying 
weakness, "Yes." 
Brethren, herein have lain our strength, inspiration, and 
life. This remains true today, so that if the Church of Jesus 
Christ,—if the Brethren in Christ Church, as an integral 
unit in the great universal Church, is to maintain her 
spiritual energies and to retain her divine gifts and powers; 
if she is to be the light of the world, the salt of the earth, yes, 
the delight and joy of the whole earth,—she will have to 
give diligence with all simplicity and sincerity, to the main-
taining of her unique position between the great King, the 
Holy God, and lost men all around her. She will remain 
attractive to them only as she entertains and develops the 
spirit of sacrifice and the uniqueness of separation, refus-
ing to become polluted with the very things God has 
designed through her to deliver men from. 
If she sets out to attract men to her Lord by offering 
them a weak and watery imitation of the intoxicating wines 
of worldly play and pleasure; or spurious and fanatical 
emotional fascination; or the chilling fantasies of rational-
ism, she will be spurned with disdain and disgust. 
If she drops her standards of righteousness, godliness, 
and holiness, to half-mast, she will be despised and dis-
trusted by those whom she is trying to save. 
The fathers of our Church displayed a vigorousness of 
character, determinedness of purpose, breadth of spiritual 
understanding, and depth of faith, that, savoured with 
simplicity and sincerity, and propogated with real separa-
tion and sacrifice, have given the Church her stamina and 
power. I offer them my sincerest gratitude and praise. 
I appeal to you brethren, let us give ourselves unremit-
tingly to the maintaining of these four elements that make 
up the beauty, strength, and security, of our holy structure, 
— Separation, Simplicity, Sincerity, and Sacrifice,—with 
all their implications. 
I appeal to you, fellow shepherds and ministers of the 
Gospel, to give yourselves with dogged purpose and 
unflagging zeal, to teaching and expounding these great 
principles with all that is consequent upon them. 
I appeal to you, fathers and mothers, now and to be, to 
engrave them upon your door frames and inscribe them 
over your hearths, to display them in your home and 
family life, that the coming generation may hear and know. 
I appeal to you, brethren, who have to do with our 
institutions of learning, to inculcate these principles with 
unremitting effort, in the minds, yea, the very hearts, of all 
the precious young lives that may be intrusted to your 
guidance and counsel. 
I plead with you, the youth of today, my young brethren 
and sisters, upon whom the future of the Church depends, 
to weigh with all careful and prayerful consideration, the 
value of these principles, and to adopt them, under God, as 
the fundamental rules of your lives and careers; for only 
then will you have lived effectively, as was so eloquently 
pointed out to you the other evening in the commencement 
address. 
With sin and evil destroying the good and beautiful in 
the world about us; with discontent written across the face 
of our fair land, in all the social, political, and economic 
upheavals that are disturbing us so much; with the sanctity 
of the home and hearth being despised and desecrated; 
with the crash of empires and kingdoms, the wails of the 
bereaved in war and famine, the moans of the suffering and 
the cries of the hungry almost deafening us by day and 
night; let us see well to it that the Church of the first-born, 
the universal assembly of saints, the spiritual Zion in the 
world today,—yes, our own beloved Brotherhood, does 
not disappoint them who may turn in hope to her: but that 
she may remain intact with her soaring towers testifying to 
her union with God; and with her broad and mighty bul-
warks of faith defying the onslaughts of evil and darkness, 
and offering salvation and security to mankind who is 
hounded unto eternity's death by the genius of iniquity; 
and with her lovely gardens and palaces of spiritual fellow-
ship and holy delight,—remaining truly the City of the 
Great King, the Desire of all Nations, the Perfection of 
Beauty, the Joy of the whole Earth, Amen. 
Amos Daniel Morris Dick 
1894-1979 
A. D. M. Dick, as he was affectionally known, was born 
in Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, September 19, 1894; 
passed away at Messiah Village, near Mechanicsburg 
Sunday morning October 7, 1979. December 20, 1916 he 
was married to Nellie Sider f rom Wainfleet, Ontario, Can-
ada. Sister Dick and Premnath Dick, an adopted son, a 
National f rom India, survive. 
In November 1912 Brother Dick was converted and 
committed his life to Christ and Christian service. For two 
years, 1914-1916 he shared in Christian service as secretary 
to the late S. R. Smith, who was then serving as President 
of Messiah Bible School and Missionary Training Home, 
the beginning days of Messiah College. As S. R. Smith's 
private secretary, Brother Dick participated in the General 
Conference and had a close relationship with the then 
known General Executive Board of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. 
Both he and Sister Dick separately sensed a call from the 
Lord to do mission work in India. In answer to this call 
they sailed for India from San Francisco December 5, 
1918. With the exception of three turlough periods, the 
years 1919 to 1962, Brother Dick ministered for the Lord 
and the Church in India. Upon the death of H. L. Smith he 
was appointed Bishop of the Brethren in Christ Church in 
India. A few years of his India ministry were given to 
Calcutta Bible College where Christian young men of 
India were trained to be pastors to their own people. 
Brother Dick had a wide and fruitful ministry in India, 
speaking at Bible Conferences, evangelistic services and 
special occasions. 
Following his return to America in 1962 he accepted the 
pastorate at Silverdale, Pennsylvania, and served until 
retiring in 1970. The tributes appearing with this obituary 
bespeak the eloquent and meaningful ministry of this 
brother beloved. 
Funeral services were held Wednesday morning October 
10,1979 at the College Brethren in Christ Church at Gran-
tham with his mortal remains laid to rest in the Grantham 
Cemetery. Dr. Robert B. Ives and Rev. Leroy B. Walters 
officiated at the service. 
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Tributes to Rev. A. D. M. Dick 
We share with the family in sensing the loss of a beloved 
and great servant of the Church whom God in His sover-
eign wisdom has chosen to call home. Our brother, Amos 
Dick, served faithfully both the people and the Lord he 
loved. As a missionary statesman, eloquent linguist in the 
Hindi language, gifted administrator and pulpiteer, our 
brother obediently surrendered talent and treasure to the 
lordship of Christ. 
Today with his loved ones we mourn his passing while 
heaven rejoices in his t r iumphal entry into richer blessings. 
Harvey R. Sider 
Bishop of Canadian Conference 
For as long as most of us can remember, the name of 
Brother A. D. M. Dick has been associated with overseas 
missions, and with the country of India, where he and 
Sister Dick labored for forty-five years. 
Through his eloquent voice and by his life our brother 
has called the brotherhood to the supreme importance of 
making Christ known to the world. By long years of sacri-
ficial service, Amos and Nellie Dick have set an example of 
constancy of purpose that challenges the young people of 
this generation. 
The Board for Missions, on behalf of a grateful brother-
hood, pays tribute to a man who has served his generation 
well. F rom the time he attended the first farewell service 
for a missionary party leaving for Africa in 1897 to the 
1970's, missions and A. D. M. Dick have been inseparable. 
Persons who knew him in India were glad to have him for a 
friend. Persons who heard him read great passages of 
scripture at General Conference will never forget him. 
In the General Conference Sermon, "The Joy Of The 
Whole Ear th ," preached in California in 1947, Brother 
Dick spoke eloquently to the delegates, and speaks to us 
today of the majesty and beauty of the One he loved and 
served throughout his life. 
We share with the Dick family in the pain of this parting, 
and in the blessed hope we share together. 
BOARD FOR MISSIONS 
Erwin W. Thomas, Chairman 
With the home going of Brother A. D. M. Dick, the 
church appreciatively calls to mind a missionary couple 
who have given yeoman service to the church and the cause 
of Christ in missions, particularly India. Brother Dick is 
remembered as a minister of eloquence, a bishop in India 
and father to his adopted son, Premnath. 
As a young man, looking toward a career in missions, I 
heard Brother Dick speak the Conference Sermon in 1947 
at Upland, California on the topic of "The Joy of the 
Whole Earth." His manner, his person and his message 
content were impressed on my mind. His life has been an 
effective impetus to missions. 
Brother Dick will be remembered by his Indian brothers 
and sisters. When a man of stature leaves his earthly minis-
try, it is not easy for the people who have advanced and 
grown under his leadership. Having mastered the Hindi 
language, speaking it effectively and fluently, he was 
respected by both government officials and church folk 
alike. 
As a father, Brother Dick had unusual insight and under-
standing as he guided his son, Premnath, through his 
formative years. In some ways his son has taken on his 
father's characteristics. His ministry of missions in the 
inner city burns brighter because of the influence of a godly 
mother and beloved father. 
The influence of this brother must stand to inspire this 
generation to study and understand the Word, to persevere 
through the adversities of calling and assignment, and to 
constancy in serving the Lord. 




T h e Jemison Valley Church r epor t s tha t on 
S u n d a y evening . O c t o b e r 7, Chuck Musser 
sha red with the c o n g r e g a t i o n . • Anna C. ray bill, 
f o r m e r mis s iona ry to R h o d e s i a , shared with the 
Mowersvi l le M.P.H. a b o u t her recent t r ip t o 
J a m a i c a . • The Ridgevue Church installed Harry 
and Jane Musser as the pas to ra l coup le on S u n -
day . S e p t e m b e r 2. O c t o b e r 22 was des igna t ed as 
" H a r v e s t H o m e S u n d a y " when the c o n g r e g a t i o n 
surprised the Mussers with a harvest of groceries. 
A to ta l of $2,095.17 has been col lected by the 
C hrist's C rusaders of the Air Hill C hurch, with 
a lmos t $255 being collected in S e p t e m b e r . Th i s 
year ' s p ro jec t is f o r Ind ia . • On S u n d a y . N o v e m -
ber 4. Rev. John Rosenberry, p a s t o r of the Big 
Valley Church, e x c h a n g e d pu lp i t s with Rev. 
Gera ld Peachey , p a s t o r of the M a p l e G r o v e 
M e n n o n i t e C h u r c h . • O n S u n d a y . S e p t e m b e r ^ 
an ins ta l l a t ion service was held f o r the Blairs 
Mills' f irst res ident p a s t o r a l fami ly . B i shop 
Alvin Book was in c h a r g e of the instal l ing of 
Kenneth and Janet Beasom. The B e a s o m s have 
C H U R C H NEWS 
Messiah College 
Rev. Frank Kipe at the Messiah 
College Faculty Retreat . Rev. Kipe is 
teaching "Missiology of the Book of 
Acts" and " I n t r o d u c t i o n to Bible 
Study." He served as Bishop of Brethren 
in Christ Missions in Zambia for ten 
years. 
Genera l Confe rence R o o m s 
and Meals 
The fo l lowing i n fo rma t ion is suppl ied to 
help congrega t iona l budget commi t t ees 
c o m p u t e delegate expenses for their 1980 
budget . 
R o o m rates are $10 C a n a d i a n f u n d s and 
$9 U.S. f u n d s per pe r son , per night , two to 
a r o o m . Single occupancy rates are $14 
C a n a d i a n f u n d s and $ 12.50 U.S. f u n d s per 
night . S tuden t rates t h rough college are 
one-half of the above . Chi ldren t h r o u g h 
age 8 may sleep on the f l oo r in their par -
ents ' r o o m wi thout charge. 
The f o o d package rates are $10 C a n a -
d ian f u n d s and $9 U.S. f u n d s per person , 
per day. Chi ld ren 0-4, no charge ; 5-8, half 
rate, 9 and over , full rate. Meals bough t on 
a cash basis at the d ining r o o m will average 
50c per meal more , a to ta l of $1.50 per day. 
If the exchange ra tes stays as it now is, 
pay ing fo r the above in C a n a d i a n f u n d s 
will work to the a d v a n t a g e of people f r o m 
the U.S. 
Comple t e regis trat ion in fo rmat ion will 
a p p e a r in one of the F e b r u a r y issues of the 
E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R ' 
— Paul Hostet ler , Conven t ion Director 
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What is your view of world mis-
sions? Perhaps you agree with those 
who say "the age of missions is pass-
ing" or "we should concentrate on our 
own country." Or maybe you don't 
give much thought to missions, except 
when a missionary on furlough speaks 
at your church. 
A few years ago, I could have placed 
myself in that last category. Urbana 70 
(a tr iennial missionary convent ion 
sponsored by Inter-Varsity Christian 
Fellowship) enlarged my concept of 
world missions. But at the time 1 didn't 
believe God was "calling" me to be a 
missionary and I gave little further 
thought to my personal involvement in 
missions. 
Experience of the past few years 
have changed my outlook. A two-year 
voluntary service term in Zambia and 
exposure to numerous committed and 
knowledgeable missions-oriented peo-
ple have challenged me deeply, Today 
I believe that we who are committed to 
Christ must hold world missions or 
world evangelization as our primary 
goal—that toward which we direct our 
lives and our resources. If you agree, 
perhaps you share my concern at the 
lack of evidence for the church's com-
mitment to world evangelization. This 
will be enlarged upon. If you don't 
agree, please consider the following. 
World evangelization should be our 
goal because it is God's will. I Timothy 
2:4 speaks of God "who desires all men 
to be saved and to come to the knowl-
edge of the t ruth ." (RSV) God demon-
strated His desire, of course, by send-
ing Jesus. Jesus' coming into the world 
and His activities of disciple-making 
set an example for those who chose to 
follow Him. Jesus also explicitly com-
manded His followers to go and make 
disciples of all nations (see Matt. 28: 
18-20, Luke 24:45-48). 
A look at the early church reveals 
the extent to which believers carried 
out this command. The book of Acts is 
basically an account of the organiza-
tion and development of the foreign 
missionary movement. The apostles, 
through the guidance and power of the 
Holy Spirit, laid out a plan and began 
carrying the Gospel to the then known 
world. Even before Paul and others 
began making "missionary journeys," 
believers who were scattered as a result 
of persecution against the church in 
Jerusalem "went about preaching the 
word" (Acts 8:4, RSV). 
But what about today? The Great 
Commission has not been revoked; it 
has not been fulfilled. The world popu-
lation is currently estimated to be 4.2 
billion people.1 Three billion of these 
are determined to be peoples unreached 
by the Gospel.2 And it is reckoned that 
up to 70% of these peoples can only be 
reached by cross-cultural missionary 
effort .1 Thus, one missions-minded 
author has exclaimed, "This is not the 
time to give up, but to mobilize the 
churches of the whole world to finish 
the task (of world evangelization)!"4 
How are we, the Brethren in Christ, 
involved in "finishing the task?" Ac-
cording to statistics in Minutes of the 
One Hundred Fifth General Confer-
ence, Brethren in Christ Church (p. 
236), total active enrollment in our 
denomination (in North America) for 
1977 was 20,989. The Brethren in 
Christ Missions Directory (Evangeli-
cal Visitor, July 10, 1979, issue) indi-
cates that some 69 people are currently 
involved in some aspect of missions 
work outside of North America. Thus, 
it would seem a fair, perhaps even 
high, estimate that no more than 1 out 
of every 100 people in our brother-
hood are directly active in foreign mis-
sionary service (this is estimating that 
half of the 20,989 enrolled are chil-
dren). Is the Lord calling only 1 out of 
every 100 to foreign missions service 
when the need is so great? 
A fairly typical response to a plea 
for more foreign missionaries is, "We 
have a mission field right here in 
America." It is true that we are respon-
sible to witness to those with whom we 
have contact, wherever we may live. In 
no way do I mean to discredit our 
"home missions." But the facts are that 
in the U.S. the number of people who 
claim to be Christians far exceeds the 
number of non-Christians (even the 
number of "committed" Christians ex-
ceeds the number of non-Christians) 
while in the non-Western world, spe-
cifically Asia and Africa, the reverse is 
true.5 We Christians born in North 
America should not assume that this is 
the place where God wants us. Some-
one has said our question should not 
be "Does God want me to go?" but 
"Does God want me to stay?" 
Some may point out that financial 
contribution is an important aspect of 
missionary effort in the world. Indeed 
it is and many of us in North America 
have the wherewithal to give liberally 
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STEPS TO FINANCIAL FREEDOM 
What constitutes financial f reedom? 
Is it having all the money we can ever use or 
hope to spend? Is it the ability to dispose of our 
income however we please? Or is it a way of 
acquiring what we want, now, without waiting? 
Actually, financial f reedom means something 
different to each one of us. In the context of 
this article, therefore, financial freedom will be 
defined as the ability to: 
• Pay bills when they are due and take discounts 
when they are of fered . 
• Purchase family necessities in advance with 
cash when they are on sale. 
• Return both a tithe and offerings f rom that 
which the Lord provides. 
• Save a port ion of each paycheck for un-
expected emergencies or fu ture family goals. 
• Take at least one family vacation away f rom 
home each year. 
• Maintain adequate economic protection through 
life, health and disability insurance. 
• Sleep at night without worrying about financial 
obligations. 
Unfor tunately , understanding what financial free-
dom means, and even desiring it is not the same 
as knowing how to achieve this somewhat elusive 
state. Nor does a high level of income neces-
sarily guarantee success in the area of personal 
finances. 
What we are really talking about is an approach 
to fiscal management that recognizes we all have 
limited resources, that God owns every material 
possession, that we are accountable to Him for the 
manner in which we manage our financial affairs , 
and that discipline is a necessary ingredient in 
the stewardship of wealth. 
The various elements of this approach can be 
found in the following seven steps: 
STEP #1 — INVOLVE T H E ENTIRE FAMILY 
Family life is a corporate af fa i r . It involves 
everyone. In the same manner, money manage-
ment is a cooperative endeavor that should include 
the entire family. 
While husbands should carry the major responsi-
bility for the leadership of the home, including 
finances, they do themselves a disfavor and severely 
handicap the creativity and potential helpfulness 
of other members of the family when they try to 
do it all themselves. 
The converse is also true. Husbands who want 
their wives to bear complete responsibility for 
handling the family money are shirking their 
duties and creating a situation that will more 
than likely lead to future family tensions. 
Ideally, husbands and wives should talk freely 
and openly about their financial affa i rs . There 
should be no secrets. Children should also be 
involved in family money matters as soon as they 
are able to understand, and to the degree that they 
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STEP #2 — DECIDE WHERE YOU ARE GOING 
I believe a family can find its way to financial 
f reedom f rom anywhere. No matter where you 
are, there is always a way out. But, first, you 
must know where you are going. 
Knowing where you are going — or want to go — 
is as simple as itemizing your family's goals 
for the future . Begin by writing " G o a l s " at the 
top of a sheet of paper and listing everything 
that comes to mind. 
The COVENANT newsletter is provided 
as a stewardship service for the members 
and friends of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Each issue highlights one aspect 
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This service is designed to help you 
achieve your goals for yourself, your 
family and for Christ and His kingdom 
through the wise use of financial re-
sources during life and the development 
of a Christ-honoring estate plan. 
If you know someone who would like to 
receive a personal copy of the COVENANT, 
write to: 
Carl E. Keefer, Editor 
COVENANT Newsletter 
7733 Hillcrest Avenue 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 
You might write, for example: buy a new bicycle, 
pay the oil bill, accumulate enough money for 
a vacation, purchase another car, buy a home, 
provide for the children's education, build a retire-
ment fund and so forth. 
This list will include both necessities and desires. 
It will also relate to both short-term and long-
range plans. Do not worry about classes of 
need or the time element. Just list as many 
items as you can, using as many sheets of paper 
as necessary. 
When you run out of ideas, go back over 
what you have written and evaluate your goals. 
Each item should be: 1) accomplishable; 2) mea-
surable; 3) challenging; and 4) pleasing to God. 
If any of your goals fail to meet these criteria, 
they should be dropped. 
Then rewrite your list. In the process, you will 
find that some goals can be combined. Others 
may not seem so important when you look at 
them again. Get right down to the basics of 
what you want to do with your family's money. 
Be sure you set goals for the work of the King-
dom. Every Christian family should include God 
in its plans. 
STEP # 3 — PRIORITIZE YOUR GOALS 
Once you know your destination, you need to 
find the best route to get there. This can be 
accomplished by prioritizing your goals. 
Begin by identifying the things that are most 
necessary and work your way toward goals that 
are not necessary at all and are pure desires. 
For example, a family may truly be in need of 
more reliable transportation, but may also want a 
new stereo. The automobile should take priority 
over the stereo, while food to feed the family 
would preempt a new car. 
Just one word of advice on prioritizing goals: 
give your first attention to debt related aspirations. 
Set a schedule to pay off everything you owe. 
Then make plans to save the money you had 
allocated for these items so you will be able to 
pay cash for what you want to buy in the future. 
You thus avoid the interest on credit purchases 
and receive interest on the money you save. 
By reversing the flow of interest, you start it 
working for you rather than against you. 
STEP #4 — D E T E R M I N E W H E R E YOU ARE 
You cannot measure your progress in finding 
financial f reedom unless you know where you 
want to go, where you started f rom and where 
you are now. 
If you do not know where you are now, you are 
lost. This is just as true in financial matters 
as it is in the geographical or spiritual realm. 
The first thing to do in determining where you are 
in relation to your goals is to add up all your 
assets — that is, everything you own that is of 
value — using realistic present market values. 
Included in this compilation will be: cash, invest-
ments, amounts receivable, cash value life in-
surance and annuities, real estate holdings, per-
sonal possessions, any business interests and 
vested corporate benefits. 
Next, tabulate your liabilities — that is, everything 
you owe. A realistic listing of present and long-
term liabilities will include: current bills, amounts 
payable (such as personal notes, automobile 
loans, installment contracts, charge accounts, 
credit cards, life insurance loans, amounts owed 
to others, commitments to the church and/or other 
non-profi t organizations, etc.) and mortgages. 
Now, add up all your liabilities. This amount 
should then be subtracted f rom your total assets. 
The resulting difference is your present net 
worth . . . where you are now. 
STEP #5 — DEVELOP A WORKABLE BUDGET 
The next, and perhaps the biggest step in achieving 
financial f reedom is the design of a workable 
family budget. This step is actually the com-
bination of a number of smaller steps related to 
budget development. Specific activities include: 
1. Projecting Monthly Income (Gross) 
You can determine your average monthly 
income by dividing the total amount you ex-
pect to receive f rom all sources of revenue 
over the course of this calendar year by 
twelve. In addition to the categories sug-
gested by the Monthly Budget fo rm, be 
sure to include income anticipated through 
withdrawals f rom savings accounts or the 
liquidation of investments, gifts, loans and so 
for th . 
2. Deducting Contributions and Withholdings 
Next, reduce your anticipated gross income by 
the amount you expect to return to God as 
an acknowledgement of His ownership of all 
material possessions, as well as federal, state, 
local and personal taxes. The resulting 
figure is your net spendable income, the 
amount you have to live on. 
3. Specifying Amounts for Family Goals 
Once your net spendable income is known, 
you should allocate a portion of this amount 
for disbursements which relate to the family 
goals you identified in Step #2 above, con-
sistent with the priorities established in Step 
#3. In other words, set aside funds for 
savings and debt reduction. 
You owe yourself something f rom every-
thing you earn. If you do not plan to save, 
you never will. Furthermore, savings and 
debt liquidation are the only way to " t u r n 
the corner" in having interest flow toward you 
rather than away f rom you. 
"U1 sfi j f t if i i f i i f t ifc i f t ifc ifc sft i f i iff i$t ifc iff i f t )ft 8ft i | t 
* * 
" T h o u shalt remember the Lord thy God: £ 
for it is He that giveth thee power to 
fc get wea l th . " —Deuteronomy 8:18 # 
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4. Listing Current Monthly Expenditures 
You are now ready to itemize the monthly 
costs of meeting your family 's needs. This 
process will be aided appreciably by follow-
ing the expense categories and accounts shown 
on the Monthly Budget worksheet . 
In order to plan for variat ions in actual 
expendi tures , it will be necessary to budget — 
and set aside — funds in a separate " H o l d i n g 
A c c o u n t " on a regular basis. 
Say, for example, your annual heating bill 
is $900. This is equivalent to $75.00 per 
m o n t h and should be the amoun t designated 
in your monthly budget . During the summer 
mon ths when your heating costs are virtually 
non-existent , the money allocated for this 
purpose should be deposited in the " H o l d i n g 
A c c o u n t " . Then , during the winter when 
your heating bills exceed the budgeted 
month ly a m o u n t , you can t ransfer the neces-
sary funds f r o m the special account into your 
checking account , thus enabling you to meet 
your monthly obligations. 
A m o u n t s budgeted for other utilities, taxes, 
insurance premiums, vacat ions, home and 
au tomobi le repairs, clothing purchases, gifts 
and other expenditures of a cyclic nature 
should be handled the same way. 
The chief aim of this system is to overcome 
the tendency not to set aside funds for non-
monthly expenditures when money gets t ight. 
5. Matching Income and Expenses 
The next move is to subtract total projected 
expenditures f r o m net spendable income. 
If the resulting figure is of a positive na ture — 
that is, a surplus — you are ready to imple-
ment your plan. 
If the dif ference between income and ex-
penses is a negative number , however, you 
need to go back over your plan and in-
corpora te such ad jus tments as may be neces-
sary to remove the deficit . For addi t ional 
insight, you might want to compare your 
proposed expenditures against the "Chr i s t i an 
Family Budget Percentage Guide l ines" shown 
on the rear cover. 
You unders tand, of course, that these guide-
lines are not presented as absolute limits 
on spending. Their usefulness is primarily 
in the area of problem detection. 
If used as a measure to determine where 
spending patterns might be out of the ordinary, 
this tool can be used to help direct areas 
that are extraordinary back within proper 
limits, and help to achieve a balance in 
monthly expenditures. 
The point is that all disbursements — when 
added together — cannot exceed net spend-
able income, at least not for long. Therefore, 
overspending in one area must be offse t by 
underspending in another . 
STEP #6 — IMPLEMENT YOUR P L A N 
Most people can benefit by learning to consider 
all spending within the f r amework of a funct ional 
family budget . Yet relatively few individuals can 
honestly acknowledge that they are living in 
accordance with a structured financial plan. 
In the major i ty of cases, the persons who have 
a t tempted , but become disenchanted with a family 
budget failed for one of two reasons: a) they 
prepared an unrealistic budget ; or b) they de-
veloped a workable budget , but never implemented 
it. 
INCOME AND EXPENSES 






































STEP #7 — STICK TO IT 
And finally, in order to achieve financial free-
dom, you must go beyond the design and imple-
mentation of a workable family budget; you must 
make it fit the dynamics of your circumstances 
over an extended period of time. 
The three things involved in keeping a financial 
plan current are: a) maintaining accurate records; 
b) making periodic comparisons of what was 
anticipated versus what happened; and c) being 
willing to make adjustments. 
Suggested record keeping consists primarily of a 
monthly statement of Income and Expenses (see 
sample form). A compilation of this nature will 
examine total expenditures in the light of avail-
able resources. It should also compare actual 
income and disbursements against budgetary fore-
casts. 
Substantial deviations between proposed and 
actual results should be analyzed carefully to de-
termine if earlier projections were unrealistic. 
If so, such forecasts should be adjusted for sub-
sequent fiscal periods. 
This kind of flexibility will allow you to main-
tain a functional family budget in spite of chang-
ing needs and aspirations. It is also a key to 
helping you achieve and retain financial freedom. 
SUMMARY 
While the adoption of the preceding plan may 
not be a panacea for all human woes, it can be 
of significant benefit to disciples of Jesus Christ 
who wish to exercise proper stewardship over that 
which God has entrusted into their care. At 
the very minimum, these seven steps will: 
• Provide a method of planning for the future. 
• Give a picture of total spending. 
• Safeguard against unnecessary debt. 
• Help curtail impulse buying. 
Any questions or comments relative to this article 
should be directed to: 
Brethren In Christ Church 
Commission on Stewardship and Finance 
7733 Hillcrest Avenue 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 
(717) 652-1034 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCE MATERIAL 
Every h o m e should have a number of b o o k s on 
the subject of Chris t ian f inancial p lanning. The 
fol lowing publ icat ions are recommended fo r this 
purpose : 
MANAGING PERSONAL FINANCES: GOD'S 
W A Y . . . Car l E . Keefer — $2.95 (Available in 
early 1980) 
A common-sense manua l developed specifically 
to assist fellow Christ ians live within their eco-
nomic capabilities by better management of family 
f inances . Topics include: biblical principles re: 
money managemen t , steps to f inancial f r eedom, 
elements of budget adminis t ra t ion , advantages 
to systematic savings, pi tfal ls of economic bond-
age, will p repara t ion and estate p lanning, and 
cont ingency planning th rough life insurance. 
YOUR MONEY: FRUSTRA TION OR FREEDOM 
. . . Ha ro ld L . Day ton , J r . — $3.95 
A Chr is t ian ' s in terpreta t ion of what the Scriptures 
have to say abou t earning, saving, spending, 
investing and giving, with practical insights in to 
the appl icat ion of G o d ' s principles regarding 
fiscal s tewardship. 
WHAT HUSBANDS WISH THEIR WIVES 
KNEW ABOUT MONEY . . . Lar ry Burket t — 
$1.95 
Designed fo r either personal reading or g roup 
s tudy, this book is an author i ta t ive discussion 
of the number one problem facing most families: 
money. Among other things, the author examines 
the my th of buy now and pay later. He also 
explains the current credit system, its originat ion 
and its ul t imate demise. 
YOUR FINANCES IN CHANGING TIMES . . . 
Larry Burket t — $2.95 
A look at wha t the Bible says abou t today ' s 
economy, the fu ture economy, the cashless system, 
G o d ' s plan fo r f r eedom, f inancial p lanning, shar-
ing — G o d ' s way, and principles of f inancial 
decision making . 
HOW TO SUCCEED WITH YOUR MONEY. . . 
George M . Bowman — $1.50 
A popula r Moody Press b o o k , revised and up-
dated to provide practical , well-organized insight 
into proper money management in these days of 
rising prices. 
YOUR MONEY MATTERS . . . Malcolm Mac-
Gregor with Stanley G . Baldwin — $2.95 
Down to earth help f r o m a Cert if ied Publ ic 
Accountan t on how to live better and do more 
on your present income, based on Scripture with 
an emphasis on family living. 
YOU CAN BE FINANCIALLY FREE . . . George 
Fooshee, J r . — $3.95 
A guide to sound personal f inances written by 
a Christ ian financial expert who has helped thou-
sands escape the " d e b t t r a p . " 
ALL THE MONEY YOU NEED . . . George L. 
Ford — $1.95 
A practical Christian approach to handling money, 
and to avoiding the f inancial pi tfal ls tha t t r ap 
so many Americans . 
CHRISTIAN FINANCIAL CONCEPTS . . . 
Larry Burkett — $2.50 
A complete Bible study course in G o d ' s princi-
ples of money management . 
These publications can be purchased through any 
Christian Light Bookstore, or by writing to: 
Brethren In Christ Church, Commission on 
Stewardship and Finance, 7733 Hillcrest Avenue, 
Harrisburg, P A 17112. 
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CHRISTIAN FAMILY BUDGET 
PERCENTAGE GUIDELINES 
10% GIFTS T O G O D — CONTRIBUTIONS 
MIN. Proverbs 3:9 
30% DUE T O G O V E R N M E N T — TAXES 
TYP. Matthew 22:21 





















2 0 % / 3 5 % HOUSING 
18%/30% FOOD 
8 % / 1 5 % T R A N S P O R T A T I O N 
7 % / 1 2 % C L O T H I N G 
3 % / 5 % MEDICAL 
3 % / 5 % INSURANCE 
3 % / 5 % RECREATION 
2 % / 4 % SELF I M P R O V E M E N T 
2 % / 4 % GIFTS 
2 % / 4 % PERSONAL 





Family expenditures vary widely. No two situations are exactly 
alike. Nevertheless, low to high percentage spending patterns have 
been established which allow you to compare your family's expendi-
tures against national trends without particular reference to your 
income level. 
We hope these guidelines are helpful to you. If you have any 
questions or comments, please do not hesitate to telephone or write to: 
Brethren In Christ Church 
Commission on Stewardship and Finance 
7733 Hillcrest Avenue 
Harrisburg, PA 17112 
(717) 652-1034 
to missions (all "our" money is the 
Lord's anyway). But do we? Please 
note a report f rom the Board for Mis-
sions in the Minutes of the 1978 Gen-
eral Conference. According to the 
report (p. 94), the missions' share of 
every dollar contributed across the 
brotherhood dropped from 18c in 1957 
to 10c in 1976. That would place our 
current giving to missions at about 
1 /10 of our total giving. Is this enough 
to support that to which we should be 
primarily committed? 
Please consider some aspects of 
where our church-related contribu-
tions go. Can we justify spending thou-
sands of dollars on bigger and better 
church facilities in North America 
when thousands of people around the 
world have no trained pastor, much 
less a church building? What about 
our giving to Christian education? I'm 
sure few would dispute the importance 
of Christian education, but should we 
not see more evidence that our church 
educational programs and institutions 
are helping to produce people pre-
pared to meet the challenge of world 
missions? 
Though Satan cleverly tries to dis-
tract us to issues of lesser importance, I 
believe we must, as individuals, con-
gregations and a brotherhood contin-
ually seek the mind of Christ relative 
to our involvement in world missions. 
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For One Vietnamese Refugee, It's Been a .. . 
Journey From Despair to Hope 
A k r o n , Pennsylvania—Help less . 
Homesick. Hopeful. These three words 
describe the emotional upheaval of a 
young man who arrived recently in the 
United States. Since his escape from 
Vietnam by boat in August 1978, he 
had been at the mercy of o the r 
forces—of the weather, of the Malay 
and United States governments, and 
now, of a group of unknown Ameri-
cans who had agreed to help him rees-
tablish a normal life in their country. It 
was frightening, as well as humiliating, 
for this proud man. 
Helpless 
Lu vinh Ky arrived in Harrisburg, 
Pennsylvania, on January 23 of this 
year. His few belongings were packed 
in a plast ic t o t e -bag provided by 
Church World Service, the sponsoring 
agency. A shortwave radio which he 
had bought in Malaysia was slung over 
his shoulder. To his American spon-
sors it seemed strangely out of place 
and a terrible waste of money. To Ky, 
who spoke almost no English, it was 
an absolute necessity. The radio pro-
vided his one contact with the world 
via a 15 minute news program in Chi-
nese, his first language, on BBC. 
If Ky had his anxious moments, so 
did our family with whom he lived. 
by Carolyn E. Pertusio 
Even though we had had constant con-
tact with the Indochinese refugees since 
their first arrival in 1975, the task of 
providing for Ky's needs was over-
whelming. How do you communicate 
when neither understands the language 
of the other? How do you meet his 
emotional needs? What if he becomes 
ill? As prbblems arose, help and en-
couragement came from Don Sensenig 
of Mennonite Central Committe, who 
speaks fluent Vietnamese (Ky's second 
language), caseworkers at Catholic 
Social Services, and a suppor t ive 
Vietnamese community in our home-
town of Palmyra, Pennsylvania. 
Members of the congregation pro-
vided a job, transportation to English 
classes, food, clothing, furniture, a car 
and lots of prayer support. Because of 
the efforts of all these people, Ky is no 
longer helpless. He is nearly ready to 
take his place as a full member of our 
society. 
Homesick 
When Ky arrived in the United 
States, he had been separated from his 
family for five months. His brother, 
Cuong, had escaped from Vietnam 
short ly af ter Ky was in a second 
Malaysian camp—the notorious Pulau 
Bidong. Although the church offered 
sponsorship to Cuong shortly after 
Ky's arrival, it was not until July that 
they were reunited. 
Because of the chaotic conditions in 
the camps, communication between 
the brothers was practically impossi-
ble. In seven months Cuong received 
only one telegram from Ky. Ky received 
one letter, carried to the U.S. by a 
refugee leaving the camp. 
Knowing the horrible conditions on 
Pulau Bidong made the wait almost 
unbearable. As Christians we could 
turn to God. Ky, a nominal Buddhist, 
had no such resources. Because of the 
language problem we could do little 
more than uphold him and his family 
in prayer. 
Then came word that 1 1 additional 
members of Ky's family had reached 
Malaysia and were in a third refugee 
camp. Joy was soon replaced by con-
cern as the church deliberated how to 
help them. With Malaysia's decision to 
set the refugees out to sea, the church 
decided to offer sponsorship to the 
entire group, trusting God to provide 
the funds necessary for their support. 
Ky was happy about the church's 
action, and yet was fearful that his 
family might be next to be put to sea. 
Again, no communication was possi-
ble f rom Ky to his family. From time 
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to time, however, Ky received a letter 
f r o m his relatives, begging him to find 
a sponsor for them. The letters only 
served to make a homesick man even 
more unhappy. 
Cuong 's arrival seemed to improve 
Ky's emot ional life dramatically. At 
abou t the same time, Ky's sister wrote 
to tell him that six family members 
were bound for Austral ia . We have 
learned that four other members of 
Ky's family will be coming to Palmyra 
in the next few weeks.* The fu ture 
home of only one brother is unknown 
at this time. Things are looking up for 
Ky. 
Church News 
f r o m page 7 
a 10-year-old d a u g h t e r a n d had been m e m b e r s 
of t he C e d a r G r o v e c o n g r e g a t i o n whe re they 
c o n t r i b u t e d grea t ly to the min i s t ry of the chu rch . 
Atlantic 
T h e p a s t o r a l c o u p l e of the Manhe im Church, 
Rev . a n d Mrs. J o h n Bundy, invited all ch i ld ren 
in the c o n g r e g a t i o n , ages 2-6, f o r an ice c r e a m 
social on T h u r s d a y . N o v e m b e r 1. • A Miss ions 
C o n f e r e n c e was held on O c t o b e r 18-21 by the 
M a n o r c o n g r e g a t i o n . T h e guest s p e a k e r was 
Rev. Constant ine I.ewshenia f r o m Slavic Gos -
pel Assoc i a t i on . O t h e r s p e a k e r s f o r t he c o n f e r -
ence were: Carlos a n d Ruth Rosado , D o n a l d 
Vundhla, Marshall and Eleanor Poe. and Charles 
and Cara Musser. 
A Harvest Praise Service and joint H y m n 
Sing were held at the Mt. Pleasant Church, 
S u n d a y . N o v e m b e r 18. • T h e Christ's Crusaders 
of the Souder ton Church p l a n n e d a n d held a 
pane l d i scuss ion on " R o c k M u s i c " on S u n d a y 
even ing . O c t o b e r 14. T h e c o n g r e g a t i o n en joyed 
a f e l lowsh ip s u p p e r p r i o r to the even ing service. 
Hopeful 
Within a week of Ky's arrival, he 
was being tutored in English and had a 
part-t ime job. Within a few months he 
was speaking English well enough to 
qualify for a t raining program in weld-
ing. He proved to be an excellent stu-
dent, finishing second in his class. 
At the same time Ky passed his oral 
d r iver ' s test in E n g l i s h — q u i t e an 
accomplishment for one who knew 
almost no English four months pre-
viously. He has since passed the skill 
part of the driver's test and is proving 
to be an excellent driver. 
At present, Ky is working in a local 
Canadian 
Seven pe r sons f r o m the New I.ife c o n g r e g a -
t ion sha red in a b a p t i s m a l service on S u n d a y 
even ing , O c t o b e r 14. • T h e Wainfleet congrega -
t ion observed C o m m u n i t y S u n d a y on O c t o b e r 
21. T h e guest speake r was Girve Fretz, a m e m b e r 
of P a r l i a m e n t . Seven pe r sons were accepted in to 
m e m b e r s h i p in the even ing service. 
Central 
T h e Beulah Chapel c o n g r e g a t i o n held revival 
service on O c t o b e r 3 1 - N o v e m b e r 7 with Si Leh-
man as t he evangel i s t . A 2 4 - h o u r p raye r a n d fas t 
cha in was held p r i o r t o the services. • T h e Chris-
tian Union c o n g r e g a t i o n held Ral ly D a y on 
S u n d a y , O c t o b e r 28 with a po t - luck d i n n e r fol-
lowing the m o r n i n g message. T h e Family of 
God s ingers had the a f t e r n o o n service. • T h e 
c h o i r a n d o r c h e s t r a of t he Lakeview Church 
presen ted an a u t u m n concer t on S u n d a y eve-
ning, O c t o b e r 28. 
Midwest 
T h e Dal las Center c o n g r e g a t i o n held its f irst 
a n n u a l B i r thday D i n n e r on S u n d a y , O c t o b e r 14. 
A sho r t p r o g r a m was held a f t r the meal . Bishop 
D o n Shafer b r o u g h t the m o r n i n g message, 
O c t o b e r 14. • T h e Oak Park Church held an 
o r d i n a t i o n service f o r the i r p a s t o r . Rev. Verle 
Brubaker, on S u n d a y evening . O c t o b e r 14. 
Pacific 
A Big S t e p F o r w a r d loyal ty d i n n e r was held 
on S a t u r d a y . O c t o b e r 6. by the Alta Loma 
Communi ty c o n g r e g a t i o n . The bu i ld ing of a 
new facil i ty is in progress . • O n S u n d a y . Oc to -
ber 21. the Walnut c o n g r e g a t i o n held the i r f i rs t 
recep t ion of m e m b e r s with a bap t i sma l service 
fo l l owing in one of the m e m b e r ' s homes . 
welding shop. Eventually, he hopes to 
become an electrician, the work for 
which he was trained in Vietnam. No 
longer helpless, and only somewhat 
homesick, Ky now has hope for a good 
life in his new native land. 
— M C C Release 
Note about the author: 
The author is part of a group from the Pal-
myra (PA) congregation sponsoring Lu vinh Ky 
and his family, settling in their community. She, 
her husband, David, and their four children are 
the host family and have opened their home to 
Ky and 5 other family members until their new 
housing is available. 
* The four other members of Ky's family men-
tioned arrived in Palmyra, PA November 3, 
1979. 
Births 
Bixler: Benjamin David, born October 
13, to Lee and Mary Bixler, Cross Roads 
congregation, Pennsylvania. 
Bosserman: Laura Lynne, born August 
29, to Rev. and Mrs . Vernon Bosserman, 
Ridgemount congregat ion, Ontar io . 
Erb: J a son Nathanie l , born October 19, 
to Jef f rey and Byrne Erb, M a n o r congre-
gation, Pennsylvania. 
Hampton: Nicholas Stephen, October 
13, to Steve and Shelly H a m p t o n , Ref ton 
congregat ion, Pennsylvania. 
Knepper: Joel Rober t , born October 29, 
to Rober t and Mary Ellen Knepper , Lan-
caster congregat ion, Pennsylvania. 
Leppo: Jenni fer Nicole, born October 
27, to Lynn and Sharlene (Reikard) Leppo, 
Lancaster congregat ion. Pennsylvania. 
McCoy: Na than Richard, born October 
6, to Rich and Debi McCoy, G r a n t h a m 
congregation, Pennsylvania. 
Nguyen: Ken Nam, born October 19, to 
T rong and Son Nguyen, El izabethtown 
congregat ion, Pennsylvania. 
Rissinger: Aaron Daniel, born Septem-
ber 30. to Brian and Doris Rissinger, High-
land congregation, Ohio 
Slesser: Keith Rober t , born October 2, 
to Dick and J a n Slesser, El izabethtown 
congregation, Pennsylvania. 
Trent: Dara Celeste, born Sep tember 3, 
to Bob and N o m a Trent , Soude r ton con-
gregation, Pennslvania. 
Weddings 
Auker-Frymoyer: Rose, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. J o h n Frymoyer , McAlisterville, 
Pennsylvania , and Jerry, son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Earl Auker , Oakland Mills, Pennsyl-
vania, October 13, in the Cedar Grove 
Bre th ren in Chr i s t C h u r c h with Rev. 
Eugene Heidler and Rev. Rober ta Jones 
officiating. 
Dateline—Elizabethtown, PA November 21, 1979 
Brethren in Christ World Hunger Funds in the amount of $5,000 have been 
forwarded to the Mennonite Central Committee designated for emergency 
assistance to the Cambodian refugees. 
J .W.H. , 
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Bleacher -Armstrong: M r s . C a r o l H. 
A r m s t r o n g , d a u g h t e r of Mrs . D o r o t h y E. 
H a b e c k e r , and the late Char les H. H a b e c k -
er, and Charles A., son of J a c o b B. Bleacher, 
b o t h of C o n e s t o g a , Pennsy lvan ia , a n d the 
la te M a b e l H. Bleacher , Oc tobe r 6, in the 
M a n o r Bre th ren in Chr is t C h u r c h with 
Rev. J o h n B. H a w b a k e r off ic ia t ing. 
McCaully-Barnhart: Theresa , d a u g h t e r 
of M r . a n d Mrs . J a m e s Ba rnha r t , Green-
cast le, Pennsy lvan ia , and Vernon , son of 
M r s . H i l d a M c C a u l l y , C h a m b e r s b u r g , 
Pennsy lvan ia , J u n e 9, in the United Church 
of C h r i s t w i t h R e v . R a l p h G e i m a n 
off ic ia t ing. 
Neuman-Rutt : Kath leen , d a u g h t e r of 
M r . a n d Mrs . M a r k Rut t , Millersville, 
P e n n s y l v a n i a , a n d E d w a r d Wil l iam Jr . , 
son of M r . a n d Mrs . E d w a r d N e u m a n , 
York , Pennsy lvan ia , Oc tobe r 6, in the 
Lancas t e r Bre thren in Chris t C h u r c h with 
Rev. J o h n Yeat ts , b ro the r - in - l aw of the-
br ide , a n d Rev. H e n r y Hos t e t t e r offici-
a t ing. 
Newton-MacLead: Mary , d a u g h t e r of 
M r . a n d Mrs . R o n M a c L e a d , Wa te r loo , 
O n t a r i o , a n d J a c k , son of Wal te r N e w t o n , 
O a k Ridges , J u n e 23, in the O a k Ridges 
B r e t h r e n in C h r i s t C h u r c h w i t h Rev . 
A n d r e w McNiven off ic ia t ing. 
Smith-Sollenberger: J u d y , d a u g h t e r of 
Rev. a n d Mrs . Avery Sol lenberger , H a n -
over , Pennsy lvan ia , a n d Glen, son of Mr . 
a n d Mrs . J a c o b S m i t h , S touffv i l le , On-
ta r io , Ju ly 28, in the Evangel ical Bre thren 
C h u r c h , H a n o v e r , wi th f a t h e r of the b r ide 
a n d Rev. A n d r e w McNiven off iciat ing. 
Zeager-Martin: Y v o n n e Rose , d a u g h t e r 
of M r . and Mrs . L e R o y M a r t i n , and J a m e s 
E d w a r d , son of Mr . a n d Mrs . H e r b Zeager , 
b o t h of E l i z a b e t h t o w n , P e n n s y l v a n i a , 
O c t o b e r 13, in the C o n o y Bre thren in 
Chr is t C h u r c h with Rev. J a y E. Sisco 
off ic ia t ing. 
Obituaries 
Emenheiser: Maur i ce H. Emenheiser , 
b o r n May 11, 1912, died Oc tobe r 1, 1979. 
He is survived by his wife, Evelyn; three 
daugh te r s ; and t w o sons. T h e fune ra l serv-
ice was c o n d u c t e d by Rev. J . Ear l Mar t i n 
J r . I n t e r m e n t was in the Mt. P leasant 
Cemete ry . 
Hettinger: Ra lph R. Het t inger , Spr ing 
Mills, Pa . , b o r n Aug . 29, 1919, died Aug. 
21, 1979. He was the son of Herbe r t a n d 
I r m a Smi th Het t inger . On Ju ly 3, 1949, he 
mar r i ed Lola M a e Sheasley w h o survives. 
He is also survived by a b ro the r , C lay ton ; 
a n d th ree sisters: Gladys D u c k , M a r g a r e t 
Sch rack , a n d D o r o t h y Ilgen. He was a 
m e m b e r of the Green Grove Bre thren in 
Chris t C h u r c h where the fune ra l service 
was conduc t ed by Rev. T h o m a s Bouch. 
In t e rmen t was in the D u n s t o w n Cemetery . 
Hoover: Ha r ry M. Hoover , Greencast le , 
Pennsy lvan ia , bo rn N o v e m b e r 6, 1908, 
died S e p t e m b e r 4, 1979. He is survived by 
three sisters and two bro thers . The fune ra l 
service was conduc ted in the Minnich-
Miller Fune ra l H o m e by Rev. H. Melvin 
Boose and Rev. Russel S. Mar t in . Inter-
ment was in the Brown's Mill Cemetery. 
Kettering: Joseph H. Kettering, Pa lmyra , 
Pa. , bo rn J u n e 24, 1892 in Lebanon Co. , 
Pa . , died Sept . 30, 1979. He is survived by 
two sons: J o h n R., and J o s e p h E.; two 
daugh te r s : A n n a L., a n d Mrs. El izabeth 
M. McNeil . The fune ra l service was con-
ducted in the Pa lmyra Brethren in Christ 
C h u r c h by Rev. J . Rober t L e h m a n and 
Rev. Luke L. Keefer , Sr. In te rment was in 
the Gravel Hill Cemetery. 
Lingle: Vi rg in ia M a r y Lingle , C e n t r e 
Hall , Pa. , b o r n Sept . 29, 1905, died J u n e 
21, 1979. On Aug. 30, 1932, she was m a r -
ried to J o h n H. Lingle w h o survives. Also 
surviving are a son, Eugene F.; two g r a n d -
chi ldren; a n d three b ro thers . She was a 
m e m b e r of the Colyer Brethren in Chris t 
C h u r c h . The fune ra l service was conduc ted 
in the David Je f f r i e s Fune ra l H o m e by Dr . 
Wesley Smeal . In t e rmen t was in Zion Hill 
Cemetery . 
Marr: H a r m o n D. Mar r , Wel landpor t , 
Ont . , b o r n Nov. 19, 1877, died Sept . 26, 
1979 in Dunnvi l le , Ont . He was preceded 
in dea th by his first wife. Alber ta Mate r ; 
and his second wife, Clara S i lver thorne . 
He is survived by two daugh te r s : Mrs . 
M a r y Shoa l t s and The lma ; a n d a g r a n d -
daugh te r . The funera l service was con-
duc ted by Rev. Roy Pe t e rman and Rev. 
E d w a r d Gi lmore in the Wainfleet Bre thren 
in Chr is t C h u r c h . In t e rmen t was in the 
Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
M a r t i n : Gladys C. Mar t in , Clarence 
Center , N. Y., bo rn November 3, 1910, died 
May 13, 1979. She was marr ied to E than 
Mar t i n w h o survives. Also surviving are 
t w o daugh te r s : Mrs . Shirley Bishop, and 
Phyllis; a son , D u a n e ; a sister, Mrs. Nellie 
Hos te t te r ; and five g randch i ld ren . She was 
preceded in dea th by a sister, Luc inda . The 
memor ia l service was conduc ted in the 
Clarence Center Brethren in Chris t Church 
by Rev. Richard Long and Rev. J o h n 
Hostet ter . 
Moore: Mrs. Myra Moore , Wel landpor t , 
Ont . , b o r n Aug. 1, 1913, died M a y 22, 
1979. She was marr ied to Cl i f ford M o o r e 
who survives. Also surviving are two daugh-
ters : Mrs . M a r i l y n G l e a s o n a n d Mrs . 
Gladys Clare; a son, Allan; eight g r a n d -
chi ldren; and a grea t -grandchi ld . She was a 
member of the Wainfleet Brethren in Christ 
Church . The fune ra l service was conduc ted 
by Rev. Roy J . Pe t e rman and Rev. Edward 
Gi lmore . In t e rmen t was in the Zion Ceme-
tery. 
Sallans: Harvey Sal lans, b o r n Dec. 30, 
1924, died Sept . 16, 1979, in the Ki tchener 
Wate r loo Hospi ta l . He was marr ied to 
Emily Villneff w h o survives. Also surviv-
ing are five sons; two daugh te r s ; 11 g r a n d -
chi ldren; his mo the r , Lucy Sal lans ; three 
bro thers ; and f o u r sisters. The fune ra l serv-
ice was conducted in the Rosebank Brethren 
in Chris t C h u r c h by Rev. R o n Lof thouse . 
Shatto: Rev. Edga r J . Sha t to , died Aug. 
19, 1979 at the age of 74. He is survived by 
his wife, Shirley; three daugh te r s ; and two 
sisters. The fune ra l service was conduc ted 
in the Groff Funera l H o m e by Rev. Wil-
l iam A. Wagner , Lancaster , Pa. 
Sider: Rev . R o m i e S i d e r , W a i n f l e e t , 
Ont . , bo rn Oct. 23, 1910, died Aug. 26, 
1979. He was marr ied to Jean Gi lmore who 
survives. Also surviving are f o u r d a u g h -
ters: Mrs. Phyllis Weaver , Mrs. Muriel 
Sider , Mrs. Kathleen Moore , a n d Mrs. 
Louise M c C o m b s ; a son, Doug las , and 15 
g randch i ld ren . He was a m e m b e r of the 
Wainfleet Brethren in Christ Church where 
the f u n e r a l service was conduc t ed by Rev. 
Roy Pe te rman . In terment was in the Maple 
Lawn Cemetery . 
Warsing: Pearl M. Warsing, Hopewell , 
Pa . , b o r n Oct . 21, 1917, died Oct. 15, 1979. 
She is survived by t w o sons and eight 
daugh te r s . She was preceded in dea th by 
her h u s b a n d . The fune ra l service was c o n -
duc ted in the M a s o o d Funera l Chape l by 
Rev. Earl L e h m a n . In t e rmen t was in the 
Shermans Valley Brethren in Christ Church 
Cemetery . 
Wolgemuth: A n n a S load W o l g e m u t h , 
bo rn July 11, 1920, died Sept . 25, 1979. She 
was marr ied to Lester H. Wolgemuth who 
survives. Also surviving are three chi ldren: 
Char lo t t e , Ann Lefever, Lonny L., and J . 
Dallas; six g randchi ld ren ; a sister; and f o u r 
b ro thers . She was a m e m b e r of the Cross 
R o a d s Bre thren in Chris t C h u r c h where 
the fune ra l service was conduc t ed by Rev. 
B. E. T h u m a a n d Rev. Al lon B. Dour t e . 
In t e rmen t was in the Cross R o a d s Ceme-
tery. 
Zook: Rache l Burmeis te r Z o o k , b o r n 
July 16, 1912 in Illinois, died Sept . 24, 1979 
in Upland , Ca. On Feb. 25, 1935, she was 
mar r ied to Glen Z o o k who survives. Also 
surviving are two daugh te r s : Mrs. Linda 
C o n w a y and Mrs. S h a r o n Book; and six 
g r andch i ld r en . She was a m e m b e r of the 
Upland Brethren in Christ Church where 
the fune ra l service was conduc t ed by Rev. 
Rober t H e m p y a n d Rev. Alvin Burkholder . 
In te rment was in the Bellevue Mauso l eum. 
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A Visit to an open-concept, unlimited 
learning, team teaching Sunday School 
Josh Visits Sunday School 
by Winifred Swalm 
During the large group activity the children heard the story, sang the songs, and learned the memory verse. The children share 
their experience at the centres in the large group. 
At the nature centre the wonders of God's creation are 
discovered. 
12 
Josh Arrives In Town 
Josh was new in town. He and his family had recently 
moved to a new home. As Josh prepared to attend the 
nearby Sunday School with his family, he felt a little 
fearful. "No one will know my name and I won't know 
where to go." 
Josh Goes To Sunday School 
Dad took Josh to the Primary Department . A friendly 
teacher met them, showed Josh a balance scale and 
directed Josh to drop his offering into the dish on the 
right side of the scale labelled, "boys." She then took 
Josh to the story centre. Here the teacher was telling the 
Bible story. Josh joined the other children to hear about 
Noah and his family. A girl with a guitar led the group 
in singing. Josh especially enjoyed the song, "Hello, 
Hello, How are you?" because he learned to say, "hello" 
Evangelical Visitor 
in many different languages. Josh found this a lot of fun 
especially the memory verse to which they clapped the 
rhythm, chanted the words, and looked at pictures which 
helped them unders tand what it meant. 
Josh Chooses A Centre 
Soon the children were deciding at which centre they 
would work. Some chose the painting centre where they 
could express with paint a happy time they had had with 
their families dur ing the past week. Others chose the 
nature centre to discover new things about shells, twigs, 
and leaves by using a magnifying glass. Still others chose 
the puppet centre where a teacher-guide helped them 
make puppets f r o m paper plates or socks. Josh chose the 
d r ama centre. He thought it would be exciting to put on 
a costume and pretend that he was Noah loading the 
ark. The teacher-guide at the d rama centre helped the 
children organize their play. They decided together what 
they would do and what costumes would be suitable. To 
Josh the old shirt he put on became a long robe which 
he imagined Noah would have worn. It wasn't long until 
he felt the urgency, somewhat as Noah must have felt to 
get the animals into the ark. 
Josh Hears Music 
All too soon Josh heard music. The teacher-guide 
explained to Josh that it was now time to tidy up the 
Children communicate their feelings through painting. 
They make their own creations. 
At the play dough centre children give expression through 
molding and manipulating. 
centre and meet with the large group again. Everyone 
worked quickly and soon everything was in place. Chil-
dren f rom all centres gathered again a round the teacher. 
Josh Reports On His Progress 
It was in the large group that Josh learned what the 
other children had been doing at their centres. Beverly 
explained that she found a snail inside the snail shell, 
Erin showed the picture he had painted of his pup play-
ing in the leaves with him, and Kelly and Jeff had their 
puppets say the memory verse for everyone. Josh was 
asked to tell all the children about the big job Noah had 
to do. Josh put his costume on and called, "Everyone on 
board!" All the children clapped. 
Josh Returns To Sunday School 
In conclusion the teacher thanked the Lord for giving 
them a happy time together. She asked the Lord to be 
with each one of them. And then she said "And dear 
Lord, thank you for Josh. Bring him back to Sunday 
School next Sunday." 
As Josh left that morning he knew that he wanted to 
return. He knew that the teachers and children cared for 
him. And besides, Sunday School was a lot of fun! 
Footnote: 
Based on a teaching approach used at Houghton Brethren in Christ 
Church, Langton, Ontario, curriculum written by Glenna West and New 
Life Brethren in Christ Church, Collingwood, Ontario, using Foundation 
Series as core curriculum. 
Winifred Swalm is serving as an Associate Director with the Genera! 
Conference Board of Christian Education. She also serves the Canadian 
Conference as Christian Education Director. 
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Cookie 
Evangelism Henrv & Martha Ginder 
Relational experiences are very im-
por tan t in the life and growth of the 
church. Acts 2:46 points to such rela-
tional experiences in the life of the 
early church. "They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad 
and sincere hearts." 
In our t ime there is much isolation 
caused by our social or economic or 
ethnic barricades. We need to again 
know how to creatively build bridges 
of love across the barricades which 
divide us. 
I was asked to write the following 
story. 
We were t ransferred, as Bishop and 
wife, to the Allegheny Conference. We 
located near Messiah College in a new 
housing development known as Kim-
berly Meadows. Even though we loved 
the Lord and loved people very much, 
how could we build bridges of love to 
our new neighbors? Here were the 
things which stood against us: 
My title as Bishop. 
- W e were in our mid fifties. 
- O u r chi ldren were g rown and 
gone. There were no little people 
to get into other homes. 
Our work took us out o f t h e a r e a a 
great amount of the time. 
Our ethos patterns and life-style 
were quite diverse f rom our neigh-
bors. How can we relate in this 
new setting? Here was an idea. 
Chris tmas is traditionally a time for 
baking special cookies. The fact is, we 
did not need the cookies, so we decided 
that Mar tha would bake the cookies, 
we would pack them in 12 beautiful , 
colorful packages and take them to the 
12 homes closest to ours. This we did 
for 12 years. It was a lovely experience 
of relationship. A day or two before 
Christmas we would go to the door 
together. We would see their Christ-
mas tree, give the cookies and say 
"Merry Chr is tmas" and be on our way 
to the next house. 
Beautiful bridges of love were built. 
When two of our neighbors moved to a 
nearby community, they asked us to 
remember them at Christmas time. We 
did. 
During these 12 years we invited 
these twelve neighbors into our home 
on two occasions, for a "drop-in punch 
and cookie party." These were very 
good, glad experiences when f rom 6:00 
to 10:00 p.m. we were not alone. There 
was generally a good mixture of Cath-
olic, Presbyterian, Methodists, Church 
of God and Brethren in Christ and 
non-commit ted—enjoying each other 
in high quality friendly chatter. 
These relational experiences opened 
the way for more in depth periods with 
several couples. These included: 
— T e a a n d p r a y e r t i m e b e f o r e 
surgery. 
— A n i n v i t a t i o n to s h a r e in a 
wedding. 
—A call to dedicate a new baby. 
— Evenings of cof fee or d inne r 
together. 
—Invitation to golf together. 
—The privilege of taking two fam-
ilies to our home church. What a 
joy to sit together on the same 
pew with our neighbors! 
We love our neighbors and we know 
they love us. Just several days ago one 
of our neighbors said with tears—"we 
surely have enjoyed you as our neigh-
bors." I responded by telling him how 
much we enjoyed them and their family. 
It is a joy to relate to each other for 
Jesus ' sake. Even though Chris tmas 
cookies appear to be a fragile bridge, 
we encourage this type of outreach in 
the developing of permanent relation-
ships. 
Henry and Mar tha Ginder 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
Time for Everything Under the Sun 
On the Life and Times of V.L. Stump C. W. Boxer 
Time For Everything Under The Sun is a 
r emarkab le book abou t the life and work 
of Vernon L.. S t u m p by his daugh te r , Ruth 
S t u m p Whi t tenburg . 
Vernon S t u m p was a versatile and capa-
ble man. In 1918 he was appo in ted Edi tor 
of the Evangelical Visitor. His service in 
this capacity was terminated by illness in 
1942. While Edi tor , he also served as Man-
ager of E. V. Publ ish ing House, as well as 
pas to r of the local Brethren In Christ 
church . Brother S t u m p was a gifted writer, 
an able preacher , and an effective evange-
list. He was also an active part icipant in the 
work of the General Conference. 
Vernon S t u m p was born on December 
18, 1885. The book provides an interesting 
p a n o r a m a of his eventful career f r o m that 
time until his death fifty-eight years later. 
The for ty- two page chapter . "We Are 
Ten Preacher ' s Kids," with its h u m o r o u s 
and del ightful episodes, throws light on the 
influence VL had on his children, and pro-
vides an interest ing picture of family life in 
the S t u m p household where there was 
'never a dull moment . ' Those 'moments ' 
include the " D o n ' t eat the chicken" expe-
rience and the " Jonah swallowed the whale" 
tale. 
The unique and valuable feature of this 
book is the inclusion of more than one-
hundred-sixty editorials written by Brother 
S t u m p while he was Editor. These are 
grouped into twenty-three categories: The 
Bible. Redempt ion , Prayer, Obedience, 
Love, etc. Here indeed is a rich t reasure, a 
veritable gold mine of inspiration, admoni -
tion, blessing, and challenge! 
Brother S tump 's last editorial was writ-
ten for New Year's Day 1943, and was 
pr inted in the J a n u a r y 4, 1943 issue of the 
Visitor under the title, " Inspira t ion or 
Hindrance ." Reproduced immediately fol-
lowing this review, I believe it is as timely 
today as it was in 1943. On Janua ry 15, 
1943 Brother S t u m p went to be with the 
Lord, and the book gives a moving account 
of his home-going. 
Time For Everything Under The Sun is a 
book you will enjoy; a book in which you 
will f ind blessing and encouragement . It is 
a book of historic significance. It will be a 
valuable addi t ion to your library. It would 
also make an appreciated gift. 
The pre-publ icat ion price of the book is 
$15.00. I wish the price could have been 
lower; but as a relatively small edit ion, pri-
vately published, and with confidence in 
the family, I believe this price to be fair. 
This offer to Evangelical Visitor readers 
will be valid until J anua ry 31,1980. I hope 
you will send your order today. You will 
not be d i s appo in t ed—/ promise! Use the 
coupon on page 15. Enclose payment with 
order. 
Inspiration or Hindrance 
V.L. Stump—Editorial 1/4/43 
T h e r e will be ce r ta in d e m a n d s m a d e u p o n 
every Chr i s t i an d u r i n g the c o m i n g days of the 
new yea r , a n d o u r r e s p o n s e t o the will a n d p u r -
poses of G o d will result in o u r e i ther be ing an 
in sp i r a t i on o r h i n d r a n c e t o the service of Chr i s t . 
T o be an insp i ra t ion m e a n s t o be an e n c o u r a g e -





This is not a financial magazine! The Evangelical Visitor 
has a special mission, directed to the families of our Broth-
erhood. The spiritual tempo and general stability of the 
family unit rates number one in the outreach of this 
denominat ional paper. Since the spiritual and the mun-
dane are both a part of life, no apology is given for a 
discussion that includes the things of time and sense. 
The next page (No. 16) may read a bit strange as a part of 
the Evangelical Visitor. Our Mennonite friends at Newton, 
Kansas raise some pertinent economic questions with 
comments by a respected financial columnist. Economics 
have an impact on our way of life. By some action other 
than our own doing, we are among the HA VES rather than 
the have nots in the world. Strange as it may seem, even 
though we are a part of the haves, certain hazards confront 
us daily. 
The church does not minister in an isolated area, having 
to do only with so-called spiritual concerns. The whole 
being includes body, soul and spirit. What happens in the 
physical realm, impacts the spiritual for good or ill. The 
center of the church's ministry is the family unit. As goes 
the family, we goes the church's ministry to that family. 
This writer remembers well the conversations of yester-
year when church fathers spoke of sharing valuable coun-
sel that included spiritual living reaching into the area of 
financial planning in the home and family. Right or wrong, 
today the church is not active in the role of financial 
counselling. Too often the salesman becomes the financial 
expert. The pertinent question is: can the family income 
bear one more monthly payment? The hazard of excess 
buying, a response to today's high-pressure advertising, is 
a subtle snare. 
Don't mistake this editorial to say that all credit buying 
is harmful. Good Christian financial planning takes care-
ful note of assets versus liabilities. Today's easy credit 
buying can become a subtle noose that chokes or makes 
difficult the ministry of tithes and offerings. For family life 
to miss the giving of tithes and offerings, represents a way 
of life that does not come under the blessing of the Lord 
(Malachi 3:10; I Corinthians 16:2.) 
At least part of the problem is planned absolescence in 
today's commercial program. Too often by the time pay-
ments are completed, if not before, the item is worn out or 
merely out of date and another term of payments continues 
the cycle. Thus stable financing is again delayed. 
Finance and financing greatly affects family life. Avoid-
ing all stress is virtually impossible. In the best of financial 
planning, the unexpected takes its toll. Accidents, sickness, 
things beyond human control have to be worked through. 
Careful financial planning assists the moral and spiritual 
tempo of the family when emergencies do arise. 
Evidence is on the increase: family life as known over the 
past couple centuries is seriously threatened. Satan appears 
to be leading an all-out attack against the husband, wife 
and family arrangement that God ordained from the 
beginning. 
Good financing of home and family certainly is not the 
total answer. But our Brotherhood believes and teaches 
that good Christian stewardship of life in every area, 
including finance, will enable the family under God to 
outride a turbulent, uneasy twentieth century. 
J .N.H. 
m e n t t o an ind iv idua l o r g r o u p o r s o m e pa r t i cu -
lar o r g a n i z a t i o n . T o be such a one , we need first 
of all t o be inspi red ourse lves a n d it is imposs ib le 
t o h a v e the b less ing of G o d u p o n o u r lives unless 
we a re sp i r i tua l ly al ive. 
N o n e of us w o u l d t h i n k of a p e r s o n w h o is 
physica l ly d e a d t o be a n y he lp o r e n c o u r a g e m e n t 
to t h o s e a b o u t h im , n o r can we t h i n k of o n e w h o 
is sp i r i tua l ly d e a d as a n i n s p i r a t i o n t o the service 
of C h r i s t . T o be sp i r i tua l ly alive m e a n s t o be 
saved a n d fi l led wi th the H o l y Spi r i t bu t it is n o t 
su f f i c i en t t o rest u p o n an e x p e r i e n c e received 
y e a r s a n d yea r s a g o . T h e C h r i s t i a n m u s t da i ly 
receive s t r e n g t h f r o m the D iv ine s o u r c e of sp i r -
i tua l p o w e r , o r his ab i l i ty t o p r a y , t o be an 
i n s p i r a t i o n , a n d t o p re s s f o r w a r d will be a 
fa i lu re . 
T h e s to ry is to ld of a y o u n g p r e a c h e r s t ay ing 
in a h o m e w h e r e t h e r e was a well k n o w n a th l e t e , 
w h o was a l so a very d e v o u t Chr i s t i an . T h e 
p r e a c h e r c lung t o his bed in the m o r n i n g , b u t t he 
a th le te a r o s e ear ly , whi le the house was still cold , 
p u t o n a heavy s w e a t e r , g o t on his knees b e f o r e 
an o p e n Bible, s tud ied the Book a n d p o u r e d o u t 
his hea r t t o the O n e w h o s p o k e t o h im t h r o u g h 
its pages . T h e a th l e t e la ter b e c a m e a g rea t mis-
s iona ry ; t he p r e a c h e r , conv ic ted of his luke-
w a r m n e s s , f ina l ly wen t t o h im to have a t a lk . In 
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t he cou r se of the c o n v e r s a t i o n , the p r eache r 
a d m i t t e d he was not living as he shou ld . 
In the c o m i n g year , the re will be a grea t need 
f o r C h r i s t i a n y o u n g people t o be an i n s p i r a t i o n 
t o o lder ones. It is a lmos t imposs ib le , my y o u n g 
f r i end , t o tell you h o w m u c h d e p e n d s u p o n you 
a n d t o wha t ex t en t o lder Chr i s t i ans look t o 
those w h o a re y o u n g e r in the service, f o r inspi ra-
t ion and help. 
T o be an insp i ra t ion m e a n s a lso tha t we 
b e c o m e willing to bear s o m e responsibi l i ty . 
M a n y peop le r e fuse t o d o this . T h e y say, "I 
c a n n o t d o th is" o r "I c a n n o t d o t h a t " o r "1 don ' t 
wan t to be respons ib le" ; bu t it is in the t ak ing of 
respons ib i l i ty t ha t o u t s t a n d i n g c h a r a c t e r s a re 
usual ly deve loped and if we forever keep t h r o w -
ing respons ib i l i ty u p o n s o m e o n e else, we will 
never learn t o k n o w the j o y t ha t c o m e s t o o n e 
w h o in hones t , ea rnes t e f f o r t seeks t o d i s c h a r g e 
his respons ib i l i ty and receives d ivine help t o d o 
it. 
It doesn ' t m a t t e r if s o m e o n e else can d o th ings 
bet ter t h a n we can. Wha t ma t t e r s is a r e we wil-
ling to d o what we can, to yield ourselves a c c o r d -
ing to R o m a n s 12:1 and 2. and a l low Chr is t t o 
have the mas te ry of o u r lives? 
P H I L O S O P H I C A L L I B R A R Y , INC. 
15 East Fort ieth Street 
New York, New York 10016 
Please send me T I M E F O R E V E R Y T H I N G U N D E R T H E SUN 
copies at pre-publicat ion price of $15.00. 
Check or money order enclosed for $ 
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Contemporary Issues 
ARE THE GOOD 
TIMES COMING TO 
AN END? 
It is now almost 50 years since the stock market crash of 
October 29, 1929 and the beginning of the Great Depres-
sion. The last 30 or more years—since the end of World 
War 11 -were generally good times, at least in terms of the 
economy. The United States and many other favored 
nations have experienced vast development in this era of 
prosperity. But now there is a growing mood of economic 
uncertainty in the face of rampant inflation and apparent 
shortages of basic commodities. 
Are the good times over? Are we heading for another 
1929? 
Sylvia Porter, the widely respected financial columnist, 
asserts that although "there are some disturbing similari-
ties between then and now," an economic catastrophy on 
the scale of 1929 "is at most a remote possibility." How-
ever, Porter does list some " i f ' factors that could conceiva-
bly trigger another crash, such as: 
1) Worldwide defaults on debts by underdeveloped 
nations; 
2) "Widespread defaults on consumer debts by U.S. 
families frighteningly overloaded with loans they could not 
possibly repay in the event of any prolonged business 
slump and a big jump in joblessness"; 
3) Inflation spiraling to an annual rate of 15 to 20 per 
cent. 
Fortunately, these things have not yet come to pass. But 
there are signs of deterioration. 




For instance, the current rush to buy gold (the price per 
ounce has soared $ 160 in the past year) shows lack of faith 
in the soundness of the U.S. dollar. 
And inflation is already ruinous. The average day in a 
hospital cost $203 in 1978, compared with $51 in 1968. The 
annual postage cost for mailing, the Review to subscribers 
will be more than $20,000 this year; in 1970 it was only 
$2,900. Everyone has his own favorite example of dramatic 
price increases. 
In higher education—an enterprise in which Menno-
nites are heavily involved—we hear warnings of hard times 
ahead. Private colleges, while affected by problems in the 
general economy, must also reckon with a shrinking 
"market" for education in the 80s, due to the lower birth 
rates of the 60s. A report f rom Connecticut lists eight 
financial danger signs for colleges, with five of the eight 
problem areas related to institutional debt. 
The government, large corporations and labor organiza-
tions obviously carry much of the responsibility for the 
present and future state of the economy. Yet there remain 
many beneficial actions that groups and individuals can 
take in this time of economic change. 
First, it is essential that we be willing to exchange some 
of our wasteful practices for a simpler pattern of life. It will 
require strict self-examination and discipline to exploit the 
legion of possibilities in this area. Also, workers in business 
and industry must increase productivity, both by working 
harder and working "smarter." 
Finally, individuals and families must make more effort 
to avoid burdensome debt. The bulk of consumer borrow-
ing is motivated by the notion that things constitute the 
good life. And it is further rationalized by a naive faith that 
all can be repaid eventually because prosperity is sure to 
continue. Such myths ought to fade away in the light of 
Christian priorities and ordinary common sense. 
An old maxim of Benjamin Franklin still applies: "He 
that goes a borrowing goes a sorrowing." 
"—Robert M. Schrag in Mennonite Weekly Review" 
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